From the Captain:
Congratulations to Corps Chief Mate Sam Rouse for his superb 9.5 score in ship handling. The objective was to maneuver the ship to the buoy on a precise final heading stopped dead in the water beneath the port bridge wing and about 20 feet off. Cadet Rouse almost did that perfectly! Honorable mention goes to Cadets Jessie Haynes and Kindell Allen for scoring a 9.0 and runner-up Cadet Landon Malcolm with an 8.7 score. I would like to thank Captain’s Shankle and Lane for their hands on guidance and instruction during these exercises. We hoped that you all gained new insight into the intricacies of ship-handling techniques that you will take forward not only for the remainder of this cruise, but into your careers as well.
Many thanks go out to the Chief Mate Bill Schmid, Day Mate Nick Shields and the Bosun for their support in managing the deck operations and to DTO’s Mr. Brown, Mr. McCall, and Mr. Howell for their long hours running an exciting and safe FRB evolution. We hope their kidneys will heal in the next few days. 
Of course, none of this happens without the critical operation of our amazing Engineers! Three days of extensive engine orders literally ‘hammer’ the engines, clutches, and challenges the automation and the patience of the Chief and 1/A Engineer. It all worked without a minute of down time. This speaks very highly of the quality of work they all do in maintaining the engine room and the plant. Thanks for your patience in answering all those bells!
We apologize for the mishaps to the rescue boats that prevented some of you from a “full ride” across the blue Pacific, but a special thanks to Massachusetts 1/C engine cadet Chris Carlson for his superb innovation and resourcefulness in making a new ignition key from scratch that permitted us to at least finish the fundamentals of launching a recovering a rescue boat from/to a moving ship at sea. 
Reminder: As we all transition into our Sea Routine- do not become complacent. Remain attentive at all times. Secure doors and loose gear. Please do not let doors slam; you should close them by the handle. Pick up trash all around the ship. Help your shipmate. Respect the fact that others are sleeping. The cruise is one of the best experiences you will ever have. You will remember things that happened during this cruise for the rest of your life- make it a positive, educational and enjoyable experience. It is up to you to make this happen. 
